
 

Looking at our cars after they have returned from a 
project trip, one can easily tell that the rainy season has 
started. Although they were modified to meet the most 
extreme earthly terrains, our cars often come limping 
back to the office all covered in mud. Anybody would be 
worried about the passengers inside, but as soon as the 
car doors open, you hear cheerful talking and laughter 
announcing the return of a project team. Just this 
morning our Thailand team had returned after installing 
water filtration systems in two remote mountain 
schools. En route they had a too-close encounter with a 
landslide and their car was engulfed in mud which 
almost pushed them off the road. Luckily nobody was 
hurt and the car stopped a few centimeters before the 
deadly drop. Part of our every day working life, this is 
no longer unusual for us.  Actually the way we 
implement and monitor our projects has become 
almost a trademark for Child’s Dream.  
 

As we put sustainability at the core of our work, we 
strongly believe in our hands-on, bottom-up approach 
to involve and empower local communities. We aim at 
building long-term partnerships with our communities 
that allow us to accompany them over many years. 
Luckily the long-term view of our mostly private donors 
permits us to do so.  
 

Most international NGOs funded with money from 
international aid do not have this luxury as they 
normally have a funding cycle of 3-5 years, which limits 
the amount of time they have to implement their work. 
Since organisations want to continue operating even 
after the funding cycle is over, they implement their 
work in a way that justifies a continuation of their 
support and therefore their existence, which is an 
obstacle to sustainability. This is probably one of the 
greatest conflicts of interest in the development sector.   

Recently we also observed that NGOs can be very 
opportunistic and move their support quickly to places 
where funding is easily available. At the moment, 
Myanmar is the place. Its name as the Golden Land has 
suddenly gotten a new meaning. As a sign of 
appreciation for the recent political changes and to 
ensure a certain piece of the pie called ‘new economic 
wonderland Myanmar’, the international community is 
pledging a lot of development money to Myanmar. 
However, Myanmar has limited capacity to effectively 
absorb this aid money. As a result many organisations 
based along the Thai-Myanmar border have decided to 
move their operation inside Myanmar, the soon-to-be 
land of milk and honey.  
 

Over the past months, I have received emails requesting 
emergency funding almost every day. This probably 
signals the end of the golden days for Mae Sot and 
other Thai-Myanmar border areas. On one hand, this is 
probably a healthy development as it hopefully triggers 
a rethinking of the support provided to migrants and 
refugees in Thailand: sustainable solutions have to be 
found that allow migrants and refugees to either 
integrate into Thai or Burmese society. On the other 
hand, it will cause some short-term hardship.  
 

With the same endurance and persistence required 
from us while working under difficult conditions during 
the rainy season, we will continue to work with our 
local partners along the Thai-Myanmar border. Helping 
them to find a sustainable solution to provide health 
and educational services is one of our highest priorities 
during this difficult transition period. 

 
Daniel Siegfried  

Co-founder 

Introduction 

Catch us on National Geographic  
Hang on to your remote controls and find out about  
our work in a documentary series by Wheel2Wheel .  

Read more on page 4.  
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Welcome & Goodbye 

Panya, one of our assistant field 
coordinators for Laos, unfortunately 
had to leave Child’s Dream mid May 
2012. Sadly, one of his family 
members fell very ill and Panya 
decided to join the family business. 
We wish him all the best of luck and 
success.  In early April, Nan Nyein 
Khan (nickname “On”) joined Child’s 
Dream as our second caretaker, 
replacing Teng.  In Siem Reap, 
Channary Chea (nickname “Nary”) 
joined the team as the new office 
manager. Welcome On and Nary! 
 

In case you were wondering why our 
marketing material suddenly started 
looking so much more pleasant, 
refreshing and professional:  it’s 
Gene Lorca’s magic! Gene spent long 
15 months working with us in Chiang 
Mai until the end of March 2012 as a 
volunteer doing state of the art 
graphic design. Our volunteers 
Janine Laurent, Sabrina Schuster and 
Sai Hseing Pha have spent two to 
three months with us in Siem Reap 
and Chiang Mai since our last 
newsletter was published. Many, 
many thanks for their great 
contributions!  

Child’s Dream News Special Feature 
Andrea Kleinert - Ambassador in Switzerland 
 

Almost exactly six years 
ago, I left Switzerland for a 
wonderful journey: I started 
volunteering with Child’s 
Dream.  
 
I was in charge of special 
tasks at the Chiang Mai 
office, busily handling 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d 
organisational tasks that 
required special attention. I 
was fortunate enough to 
gain thorough insights into the organisation, which at that 
time, was much smaller. Child’s Dream’s “down-to earth” 
approach won me over in no time. I was intrigued, not only 
to witness the organisation’s efficiency and cost 
consciousness, but also to experience first-hand how local 
communities were involved in the projects. 
 
As early as two weeks into my assignment I knew that I was 
not going to stay for six month “only” – as originally planned 
– as I was so enthusiastic about my work with Child’s Dream 
and the life in Thailand in general. In the end, I stayed for 
one year and returned to Switzerland mid 2007, full of 
gratitude for all the lessons learned, beautiful encounters 
and new friendships, albeit with a heavy heart. Ever since, I 
have been an ambassador and a board member of Child’s 
Dream Association. The German language version of 
websites and marketing material fall under my umbrella as 
well. I am very pleased, as this volunteer role enables me to 
help improve the lives of children and youth in the Mekong-
Sub-Region, despite my Switzerland location (thanks to 
modern communication tools!). All that said, I still cannot 
do without my regular Chiang Mai “homesick-visits” to meet 
my Child’s Dream family, not only online, but in person, at 
least once in a while. 
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Chiang Mai 
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Chiang Mai 

Most likely more than 105 
 

105 WHAT? Potatoes? No, volunteers! Since we have 
started to systematically keep track of our volunteers, 
Child’s Dream has hosted at least 105 volunteers. Assuming 
that a volunteer works for us for 3 months for 8 hours daily 
on average, the sum of all working hours of volunteers adds 
up to – imagine this – 27.5 woman/man years! And all this 
energy, quality and enthusiasm for free! WOW!  

Is your smart phone already tech-outdated? 

If  your answer is:  
      (a) it is and  
      (b) you are planning on buying the yet again latest        
           model soon, 
please hand down your old phone to us if you can. 
Particularly our own frequent project travellers will be 
extremely grateful for being able to check their emails 
on your outdated gadget while waiting for hours on 
solitary sandy Mekong River banks for the next 
antiquated wooden ferry to come loudly spluttering 
through murky waters. 



An Opening Ceremony in Southern Thailand — 

Foundation for Education and Development  

 

Normally we are not too concerned about the weather for an opening 
ceremony, but on the morning of the opening ceremony of the United 
Learning Center run by Foundation for Education and Development (FED), 
we were all anxiously looking up at the sky. It had been raining relentlessly 
for many days prior to the opening ceremony and the newly leveled school 
ground was transformed into a swamp.  With a few last minute 
interventions to improve drainage, we were able to keep the ground more 
or less dry, but everything depended on the weather on the day of the 
ceremony. Luckily the weather was sunny with a few clouds when we 
picked up the representatives of Umenohana Co. Ltd., a Japanese 
restaurant chain that supported this project. After a one hour drive we 
arrived at the school not too far away from the famous Khao Lak beach, 
where we were greeted by FED’s director, staff and students. 
 

After briefly inspecting the various buildings in the school complex, we 
joined the Buddhist blessing ceremony, which signaled the start of the 
opening ceremony. The ceremony lasted the whole morning and we had 
various speeches by our donors, the FED director and board members as 
well as Daniel. All the speeches had to be interpreted from either English 
into Thai and Burmese or from Japanese into Thai and Burmese. Despite 
the uncertain weather and the slightly muddy ground, it was a beautiful 
ceremony with lots of emotion. 
 

Only a few weeks after the opening ceremony, almost 300 students started 
their new school year in the new school complex, which consists of two 
school buildings with five rooms each, a nursery and canteen building as 
well as an office and computer room. Thanks to the generous 
contributions of Umenohana Co. Ltd., Child’s Dream also agreed to support 
some of the running costs for the center.  

Project News Team Workshop May 2012 

May 11 – at 08:00h sharp, thirty excited 
Child’s Dream people left in five cars and 
headed South. This year, we spent our 
three day workshop in Mae Wang, which 
is still in Chiang Mai Province. We 
reflected on our achievements and 
experiences over the past nine years and 
looked at what is awaiting us around the 
corner. South East Asia and in particular 
Myanmar continues to change at a 
stunning speed!  We want to be 
prepared and even be a step ahead of 
what is happening. 
 

Besides the brainstorming and reflection 
sessions, we certainly also had fun. The 
place we stayed at had a cute swimming 
pool. Joining forces, we threw Thomas – 
fully dressed - into the pool. No one 
could resist that sweet temptation! 

Child’s Dream Yearbook 2011 – in Retrospect  
 

2011, in retrospect: here’s a fun and engaging way to know us better, to understand what 
keeps us motivated and what spurs us into action. Look back with us at the eventful twelve 
months of 2011 and see how we have grown as a team. Just like the old photos and 
yearbooks from our school days, we hope that, in the years to come, this yearbook will 
bring back many fond memories for our friends and supporters who had journeyed with 
us, in one way or another. The Yearbook is now available in both English and German:  
our website: http://childsdream.org/resource-centre/  
ebook-version: http://issuu.com/childsdreamfoundation/docs/cd_yearbook_2011_english 

http://childsdream.org/resource-centre/
http://issuu.com/childsdreamfoundation/docs/cd_yearbook_2011_english


Tel. + 66 (0) 53 201 811 
Fax. + 66 (0) 53 201 812 
www.childsdream.org 
info@childsdream.org 

Contact us 
Child’s Dream Foundation/diversethics Foundation 
238/3 Wualai Road, T. Haiya, A. Muang 
Chiang Mai 50100, Thailand 

Your Child’s Dream Team 

 

Gala Charity Dinner 
 

Standard Chartered Bank hosted a Gala Charity 
Dinner at its Earth Resources Conference for 436 
guests and over US$ 200,000 were raised. Child’s 
Dream and another organisation, ‘Seeing is 
Believing’ were the main beneficiaries. A big thank 
you to all attending guests and Standard Chartered 
Bank, as well as Dr. Marc Faber for the 
endorsement video message. 

Connect with US! 

We are on National Geographic Channel! 
Catch us on Sunday, 16 September 2012 at 08:00pm (Hong Kong time) 
 

A crazy idea for charity! In March 2011, Daniel and Marc joined Morgan Parker 
from Wheel2Wheel to Laos. Morgan started his long motorbike trip in Hong Kong, 
driving 25,000 kilometers through 10 different countries to reach Australia 125 
days later. While in Laos, the work of Child’s Dream was captured on camera. On 
Sunday, 26 August 2012, 08:00pm Hong Kong time the National Geographic 
Channel will launch this exciting series featuring Morgan Parker’s journey. The 
episode covering Child’s Dream’s work is the fourth episode. This particular episode 
is scheduled to air on the National Geographic Channel on Sunday, 16 September 
2012. Morgan raised USD 40,000 for Child’s Dream. The construction of Na Luam 
Secondary School in Xaignabouli Province, Laos, was funded by this and was 
completed a few months back. Many thanks, Morgan and Wheel2Wheel team! 

Picturebook Guesthouse  
– Now Open for Business! 
 

A boutique hotel with a 
social twist – this social 
enterprise is located in Mae 
Sot, Tak province of 
Thailand, bordering Myanmar. Behind its modern facade and 
artistically designed rooms, the Picturebook Guesthouse also 
doubles up as a hospitality training centre, part of Youth 
Connect’s Apprenticeship Programme which aims to improve 
the employability of Myanmar migrant youth. 
 

In June 2012, we joined its official opening ceremony, which 
marked the passing of a huge milestone in the development of 
a sustainable training centre for apprentices in Thailand. If you 
are planning a trip to Mae Sot, do drop by and visit the 
guesthouse or check yourself into one of its ten uniquely 
themed rooms. Go on and show your support by “LIKE”-ing 
them on Facebook (facebook.com/picturebookguesthouse). 
 

Peek-behind-the scenes of the months that led up to the 
opening of this project: Besides building the physical 
infrastructure, we were also heavily involved in structuring its 
‘software’. Regula Peter (our then-office volunteer, now-
Child’s Dream Ambassador), who is a specialist from the 
hospitality industry, lent her expertise and shared her wealth 
of experience generously with the team. She was instrumental 
in building the foundation of a training programme and 
operations manual, which Youth Connect later built on. Now, 
we are all very excited to be part of the programme’s growth 
and development over the next few years.  
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http://childsdream.org/home/
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http://childsdream.org/projects/basic-education/na-luam-secondary-school-completion/
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